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which are doubtful. These tests are, of course, far too numerous 
for mention here. Some of the most interesting of the chapters 
treat of the movements, line quality and alignment in writing, pen 
position and pen pressure, variation in genuine writing, traced 
forgeries, anonymous letters, the ink used, the paper used, the 
sequence of writing as shown by cross strokes, writing over folds 
in the paper, the age of documents, questioned typewriting, and a 
questioned document case in court. The most interesting of all 
chapters is perhaps the one entitled, "Systems of Writing." In 
that chapter, the author points out that writing is not to be judged 
as a mere series of lines, but is the "visible illustration of habits" 
of the writer. It, accordingly, has what is called "accent." So, 
just as the speech of an Italian can be distinguished from the 
speech of an American by his accent, the writing of an Italian can 
be distinguished from that of an American, the writing of a 
woman can be distinguished from that of a man, and a person who 
learned to write in one of the four periods into which the history 
of writing in this country is to be divided can be told from that 
of a person who learned to write in any of the other three. The 
book also contains an appendix on thumb prints, and a good 
bibliography. 

The chief fault of the book is that the chapters are not ar- 
ranged in the most logical manner possible. 

It is a most commendable charcteristic of the work that the 
author at every point is not content with giving the bare rules 
for testing a document, but always gives the reason for the rule. 
This makes the book much more interesting reading than the ordi- 
nary work on such a technical subject. The interest of the 
reader is also held by over two hundred plates illustrative of the 
matter in the text. The book is intended primarily for the lawyer, 
as the preface says, and in these days of dependence on expert 
testimony, is bound to be of incalculable value to any attorney 
engaged in that line of work. E. A. I. 



Contracts in Engineering. By James Irwin Tucker, B. S., LL.B., 
member of the Boston Society of Civil Engineers, and Assistant 
Professor of Civil Engineering at Tufts College. McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, New York. 1910. pp. 307. 



This book is especially written for use as a text book in Engi- 
neering Schools. In the author's treatment of the legal rights 
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and liabilities which arise out of contract relations, he aims to 
impress upon the engineer an understanding of those legal princi- 
ples upon which the law of contracts is founded. The author 
recognizes that the engineer of to-day knows too little about the 
ordinary laws of business. As the work is intended primarily for 
those who are ignorant of these principles, its treatment of the 
subject is necessarily elementary. The book contains a brief expo- 
sition of the main rights and liabilities arising from business trans- 
actions, together with their application to the subject of engineer- 
ing contracts. While the text is principally devoted to contract 
law, such other branches of the law are considered as will assist 
in the understanding of the doctrines of contract law. 

The general plan of the work is excellent. Many features are 
introduced which should be of great help to the student in im- 
pressing the salient points of law upon his mind. Among these 
are outlines of the more important chapters, and a long list of 
excellent questions based upon the text. The appendix notes on 
a great variety of engineering and legal subjects add greatly 
to the value of the book. 

While this book, because of its elementary nature, is of little 
value to* the lawyer, it is a most excellent work for the engineer- 
ing student to study and should prove very helpful to members 
of the engineering profession and to contractors engaged in engi- 
neering work. 

R. A. L. 



